WHO IS THE PICTURE OF PERFECTION? 


R. PERFECT 
F COURSE! 


‘VOLUME NO.19 
$2.50 U.S. $3.25 CANADA £1.95 UK. 


| 
771051°503000 | 2 


= ROCKET LAUNCHER: 
>S210 GAUGE SHOTGUN 
>= Me. 79 GRENADE LAUNCHER 


12: THE ARCADE GAME > ===. 
NGW ON GENESIS! === 


aes a 4 2 Entertainment inc. ©1991 Midway NanLtaeton 
ALSO AVAI LAB LE See seals are trademarks of Nintendo of America Inc. Sega and Genes: 
: Enterprises Lid: Arena Entertainment™ iS a trademarl 
Entedainnen All nights reserved. LUN® and The ts Game" 


ON GAME BOY EAN EER CATS MLEN ES aS © 1992 LIN, Ltd. All rights resenved. 


Publisher 


Editor-in-Chief Thomas H.W. Emanuel 


Executive Editor Edward R. Ricciuti 
Photography Director Stephen H. Taylor 
Art Director Jane Feinstein 
Production Director Alina L. Massaro 
Circulation Director Jean Bingham Abbott 


EDITORIAL 
Technical Advisor Howard Finkel 


Copy Editor Midge Bacon 
Assistant Editor Lou Gianfriddo 
Field Editor Keith Elliot Greenberg 
Publisher's Assistant Tricia Breheney 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
Staff Photographers Tom Buchanan 
Roy London 


Photo Editor Suzanne Pullen 


ART 
Assistant Art Director Troy Santi 


Designer Matt Konhaas 


PRODUCTION 
Typesetting Manager Linda L. Nishball 


Production Assistant Keisha Gray 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Craig Cassanelli 
Angela Hamlin 
757 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 593-2228 


WRESTLING SPOTLIGHT® is published quarterly by 
TitanSports, Inc., 1241 East Main Street, Stamford, CT 
06902, Single copy price $2.50 in the United States, 
$3.25 in Canada. Printed by R.R. Donnelley & Sons, 
Mattoon, Illinois Manufacturing Division. Distributed by 
Curtis Circulation Company, 433 Hackensack Ave., 
Hackensack, NJ 07601. Hulk Hogan, Hulkster and 
Hulkamania are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment 
Group, Inc., licensed exclusively to TitanSports, Inc. 
WrestleMania, all other distinctive titles, names and all 
character likenesses used herein are trademarks of 
TitanSports, Inc. All rights reserved. ©1993 TitanSports, 
Inc. The entire contents of this publication are copyright 
1993 by TitanSports, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Nothing 
in this issue may be reproduced in any manner without 
the express written consent of TitanSports, Inc. We are 
not responsible for unsolicited material sent to us. 1993 
TitanSports, Inc. 


PRINTED IN U.S.A, 


There is nobody quite like Mr. Perfect. While we won’t say—as he al- 
ways does—that he is absolutely perfect at everything he does, we'll 
admit he is close. Mr. Perfect is a classic wrestler and a superior ath- 
lete. He is a total package—power, quickness, intelligence and ex- 
pertise. No wonder his ring record is one of the best. 

Nowadays Mr. Perfect is focused on his ring career as never be- 
fore. He believes he is the best and is bent on proving it to everyone. 
We expect Mr. Perfect—in his typical fashion—will do just that. The 
months and years ahead promise to be very exciting and rewarding 
for Mr. Perfect—and for his fans. 

Because of the above, we determined that Mr. Perfect would be 
the subject of this issue of Wrestling Spotlight. Mr. Perfect provides 
plenty of material to write about, and he makes a super subject for 
photographers. For the staff, putting out this issue was truly fun. We 
hope you enjoy reading it as much we enjoyed doing it. 
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By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


t's all a part of the game, the posturing, the flexing, the superlatives. Many 

men enter the World Wrestling Federation trying to awe prospective oppo- 

nents with awesome claims. The veterans usually look the other way and 

smirk. They've heard it all before, and it’s rarely worth taking seriously. From 

his first day in the World Wrestling Federation, Mr. Perfect was different. The 

cynical old hands of the squared circle would stand in the dressing room en- 
trance, watching his matches astutely. When he'd look into the television camera 
and declare his goals of conquest, few, if any, shook their heads and laughed. This 
was a man who stood apart from the average newcomer. A second generation 
competitor, Mr. Perfect—Curt Hennig, the son of wrestling legend Larry “The Ax” 
Hennig—understood what it took to rule between the ropes. 

Moreover, he appeared to actually believe his own boasts. In his words, he 
was thoroughly convinced that he was “absolutely, positively perfect.” 

There were those who wanted to cut him down to size. Some did, albeit tem- 
porarily. Hulk Hogan, Bret “Hit Man” Hart, Razor Ramon and Ric Flair have all had 
their moments looking down at the man who claimed infallibility. But Mr. Perfect 
never stayed down for long. 

“Perfect,” the two-time Intercontinental titlist declared after every triumph. 
“Nothing less than perfect.” 

But at what price perfection? Mr. Perfect’s confident declarations won him in- 
stant enemies, and he’s experienced his 
share of hard knocks. Perhaps his worst 
setback was losing the Intercontinental 
Title to Bret “Hit Man” Hart at Summer- 
Slam ‘91. Then he was “used” by man- 
ager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan and Ric 
Flair when they wanted him out of the 
championship picture. 

But he’s also gained valuable allies, 
most notably the Hit Man, who came to 
respect Perfect's remarkable abilities af- 
ter their battle, and Macho Man Randy 
Savage, who stunned the wrestling 
world by calling on wrestling’s golden 
boy to return to the ring after a lengthy 
absence. It was a move fans appreciated 
as much as Mr. Perfect himself. 


When Mr. Perfect joined the World Wrestling Federation in 1988, he 
quickly climbed the ladder to superstardom. Perfect used his finely 
honed wrestling skill, his wicked tenacity and a finishing move called 
the Perfect-plex to get to the top. 
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It took him years to develop his finisher, a suplex variation called the Perfect- 
plex. The move is arguably the best suplex in wrestling. Part of Perfect's profi- 
Bake, cy at the maneuver is simply based on good Soars was born a pow- 
seme § house, with mighty arms and a strong neck, which he bridges after 
taking his foe to the mat. But much of the Perfect-plex is the result of 
hard training. It takes nothing less than a ring master to determine 
when his opponent is sufficiently weakened to fall victim to the hold. 

First, he locks his adversary in a front facelock, a move that is 
actually more dangerous than it appears. When a man’s head is fas- 
tened between Mr. Perfect's sturdy arms, one quick twist can mean a 
broken neck. Then the victim's left arm is draped around Perfect’ bull 
neck. At this point, Mr. Perfect relies on his extraordinary upper-body 
strength and fleet-footed agility, hoisting the foe into the air and tak- 
ing him down with a cradle-suplex. As both men hit the mat, Perfect 
raises his shoulders off the canvas with the neck bridge—just as the 
referee's hand hits the mat three definitive times. 

The first time the Perfect-plex was truly tested was at Wrestle- 
Mania V. Both the future Intercontinental Champion and his oppo- 
nent, the high-flying Blue Blazer, were promising upstarts at the time; 
each was touted as being a superstar of the future. Mr. Perfect was 
willing to let his foe take the lead at the match’s start. But with every 
lump he took, Perfect was calculating, waiting for the Blazer to make 
just one mistake. This occurred when the hooded wrestler—perhaps 
a bit too self-assured—scaled the turnbuckles and soared through 
the air at his floored foe. Perfect waited, then struck, jamming his 
knees into the Blazer as he plummeted toward the canvas. From that 
time on, Mr. Perfect owned the match. The Blue Blazer enjoyed a 
brief flurry, but Perfect could not be stopped. Eventually, the masked 
man fell victim to the Perfect-plex, sinking to obscurity after the match as Mr. 
Perfect rose to wrestling glory. 

Perfect's friends at the time were suggesting any number of worthy competi- 
tors to prepare Perfect for a run at the Championship, then held by Hulk Hogan. 
But Perfect had no desire to work his way up through the cluster of challengers. 
Instead, he went right for the top, targeting the Hulkster. 
In a Saturday Night's Main Event match, Perfect sent his adviser at the time, 
the Genius, into the ring with the champion. Hogan and his fans expected an 
easy victory for Hulkamania. Indeed, just as Hulk was about to drop an elbow on 
his opponent, Hogan was shocked to see a cocky Mr. Perfect strut to ringside. 
“This is not a perfect champion,” Perfect announced, removing a glob of gum 
and placing it on the championship belt. “And this is definitely not a p perfect b ct belt.” 
The Hulkster was psyched out. The belt was the prize for which he had sacri- 
ficed his sweat and blood, and Mr. Perfect was making a mockery of it. Although 
Hogan would continue to surge throughout the match, Perfect had the ploy he 
needed. Outside the ring, a Hogan battered the Genius and tossed him 
back into the ring, but Mr. Perfect was ready to strike from behind. He whacked 
the Hulkster with the belt, forcing the champion to be counted out and the lowly 
Genius to be declared the victor. 
Since a title cannot change hands via a count-out, the championship still be- 
longed to Hulk Hogan, but the Hulkster wasn't satisfied. He wanted Mr. Perfect 
immediately and granted him exactly what Perfect desired: a shot at the most 
coveted prize in wrestling. 
If one were to look simply at the results of their confrontations, it would seem 
as if Hulk Hogan got the better of this conflict. But watch tapes of the match, and 
that conclusion is questionable. The Genius and Perfect always pooled their 
treachery, and even when the Hulkster won, he seemed frustrated by the dual ef- 
forts of the tandem. In fact, it was during a tag team bout against Genius and 
Perfect that Hogan and the Ultimate Warrior—confused by the devious tactics of 
the duo—had the misunderstanding that led to their match at WrestleMania VI. 
By that time, Perfect had so upset Hogan's ally Brutus Beefcake that the Bar- 
ber had demanded a match with the self-professed flawless man at the annual 
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classic. While no one could discount Beefcake’s abilities, with the Genius in Per- 
fect’s corner, the golden-haired braggart was the favorite to get the duke. This 
seemed even more tee) during the match when, as Brutus clamped his sleeper 
on Mr. Perfect, the Genius slipped his metal scroll to his cohort, who cracked his 
opponent with the object. But that night underhanded tactics would not work. 
The Barber endured a eoutals g, then g halt d Mr. Perfect by the legs and sling- 
shot him into the ringpost, knocking him unconscious. When he came to, Perfect 
refused to accept the fact that he'd lost. 

Now Perfect was feeling desperate. He needed a stunning achievement to 
eclipse his defeat by Beefcake. When the Ultimate Warrior relinquished his Inter- 
continental Championship—after beating Hogan for the-World Wrestling Federa- 
tion Title at WrestleMania VL—Mr. Perfect was one of the first to sign up for the 
tournament that would determine a new titlist. 

After fighting his way through the other contenders, Perfect was matched up 
with El Matador Tito Santana in the final. Experts were uncertain how this con- 
would go. Santana had held the Intercontinental Championship before, and 
he had worked hard for this chance to reclaim the prize. Apparently, Mr. Perfect 
was even more determined. He had told the world that he was perfect, and this 
night he was going to prove it. 

As far as pure wrestling went, he couldn't have been better. In Santana, he 
was facing a premier technician, but Perfect always seemed to be one step 
ahead. Yet he still depended on outside forces just to set the scales in his favor. 
As Santana accelerated near the end of the contest, Tito was astonished to see 
manager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan climb onto the ring apron. Momentarily, El 
Matador tempered his assault. The break allowed the opening Perfect needed. 
Re el aun adel vadled ny for the pin and claimed the coveted belt. 

ee Not surprisingly, Mr. Perfect 
announced after the match that 
Heenan was his new manager. 
“He made me feel as if | needed 
him,” Perfect now admits. “He 
said things like, ‘See, if it wasn't 
for me, you wouldn't have that 
championship.’ | have to tell you 
that at the time it seemed to 
make sense, but signing a deal 
with Bobby Heenan is like sign- 
ing a pact wi ith the devil. You 
might have glory for a while, but 
in the end you're gonna burn.” 

In fact, the alliance almost 
broke u @ Up s shortly after it started 
when the Texas Tornado stunned 

the crowd at Sinmars lam ‘90b a defeating the champ ipion with a discus punch— 
and it was all Heenan’s fault. The manager had told his charge not to bother 
training too hard for this match. Heenan insisted the Texan was not a threat. 
Now the burden was on the adviser to help his man get the title back—fast. 

Million Dollar Man Ted DiBiase was the weapon Perfect and his manager 
needed. Seis in the arena was aware that something was amiss when Di- 
Biase paid off the ring announcer to trade places with him before the re-match 
even started. Sitting at ringside with the Intercontinental Championship Belt in 
as lap, DiBiase waited to manifest the plot. His opportunity came when the ref- 

eree got iri the middle of a collision between the combatants and was knocked 
out cold. Seemingly oblivious to the official's condition, the Tornado whacked his 
rival with a discus punch and covered him for the pin. Then DiBiase climbed onto 
the apron, stepped through the 2 Sirs, clonked the belt against the Tornado and 
revived Perfect. Although weakened by his opponent's ferocious onslaught, Per- 
fect did what he had to do to seca his championship. Calling on his last reserve 
of strength, he gripped his adversary ina front facelock and executed a shaky but 
effective Perfect-plex, holding the Tornado i in a pinning position until the referee 


Perfect lost the belt to the Tornado at Sum- 

| merSlam ‘90 but later regained it. Perfect 
then went on to defend the championship - 
| against the Boss Man at WrestleMania VII. 


could crawl over and register the victory. 

“Sure, | had the belt back,” Perfect says, 
“but, deep down, | knew | had cheated to get 
it. | knew | could have done better.” 

Even worse, Perfect now owed Heenan. 
Instead of booking his protégé in matches 
that would further his career, the manager 
fought his personal battles through Perfect. 
For months the Big Boss Man had been tar- 
geting Heenan for his disparaging comments 
about his mother. At WrestleMania Vil, the 
adviser sent Perfect into the ring with the. 
Boss Man to cool the lawman’s momentum. 

The plan was to keep the Cobb County, 
Georgia, native distracted. After the Boss 
Man escaped from an abdominal stretch at- 
tempt, Heenan seized Boss Mans attention. 
The law and order advocate went after 
Heenan on the arena floor, allowing Perfect 
to attack his opponent from behind, running 
him into the steel ringpost. 

No one anticipated what would occur 
next, Heenan’s former protégé Andre the Gi- 
ant—still bitter about the way he had been 
abandoned by his manager at the prior 
WrestleMania—lumbered to ringside. As 
Heenan scurried for cover, Andre lifted the 
Intercontinental Bélt and smashed Perfect 
with it. Now Boss Man was ready to claim 
vietory—but Heenan had other designs. The 

manager's other protégés Haku and 

the Barbarian came down and en- 

tered the fray. The referee called for 

Perfect’s disqualification, but—since 

a title can only change hands via pin- 

fall or submission—Mr. Perfect left 
the mega-event with his championship. 

“| should have figured out why Andre 
was so angry,” Perfect says. “Heenan had 
manipulated him just like he did me.” 

In the dressing room, the powerful British 
Bulldog watched the proceedings and con- 
cluded that Mr. Perfect was not as perfect as 
he purported himself to be. If he was, the 
Bulldog argued, Perfect would rely on his 
own skills instead of constantly depending 
on his manager. Oddly, this taunt brought out 
the best in Mr. Perfect. Against the Bulldog, 
Perfect exhibited sheer wrestling ability, re- 
taining the championship. “I had to prove to 
myself,” Perfect recounts, “that | could beat 
the best in the game, manager or not.” 

When Perfect finally did drop the Inter- 
continental Championship, he fought nobly in 
a classic against Bret Hart at SummerSlam 
‘97 at New York's Madison Square Garden. 
In the dressing room before the contest, ru- 
mors abounded that the Intercontinental 
champ had suffered a back injury during the 
grueling course of defending the belt. These 
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stories reached the Hit Man, who vowed to capitalize on any weaknesses he 
spotted in the champion. Indeed, Hart surged to an early lead, but—proving his 
comeback skills—Perfect seized the advantage when Hit Man's attention was 
elsewhere. As the referee squeezed between the two gladiators, Perfect nailed 
his adversary with a punch, then took the battle onto the arena floor. In the per- 
ilous territory at ringside where Perfect has always been so effective, he chopped 
his challenger and even used him as a human footstool to re-enter the ring. 

The contest tilted back and forth. Each superstar delivered his best moves, 
but neither was willing to quit. A legdrop by Perfect seemed to crush the chal- 
lenger’s sternum. Hart appeared to be finished. Perfect went for a second leg- 
drop. Amazingly, Hart reached up and grasped his opponent's foot, then turned 
him over for the celebrated Sharpshooter. Perfect struggled to escape but finally 
succumbed to the pain. Bret Hart was the new Intercontinental titlist. 

Like many who lose an important belt, Perfect decided to take some time off. 
He became part of the announcing team, and Bobby Heenan came up with a sec- 
ond assignment: handling Ric Flair as his Executive Consultant. 

Flair needed Perfect badly. Aside from Perfect's vast wrestling experience, he 
was a master strategist. “| understood Ric Flair’s pluses and minuses better ve 
Heenan did,” Perfect claims. “Heenan didn’t want Flair to figure this out, so he 
recruited me, and like a sucker, | went along.” For more than a year, Perfect ae 
Flair's most valuable ally, interfering in the Nature Boy's matches and defending 
him in television commentary. Perfect's duties as Executive Consultant forced him 
to put his own career on hold. Although resentment was starting to build, it took 
a stunning decision by Macho Man Randy Savage to bring it out. 

Shortly before the 1992 Survivor Series, Savage's tag team partner inexplica- 
bly abandoned him. Perfect was slated to be in the corner of the opposing squad, 
made up of Ric Flair and Razor Ramon. Heenan, the Financial Adviser of the” 
team, was counting on Perfect to ensure that all went smoothly. Then Savage 
made a staggering announcement: He wanted Perfect as his partner. After all, 
who understood Flair better? When Perfect asked sue he should entertain the 
Macho Man's offer, Savage had a ready : 
answer: Heenan and Flair were holding 
back the former Intercontinental titlist. 

Perfect accepted Savage's challenge, 
creating one of the most interesting duos 
in ring history. The teammates admitted 
they didn’t like each other, but their mutu- 
al respect made for a great pairing. 

By Savage's own admission, his new 
partner was the star of the match. Start- 
ing the contest against Razor Ramon, Mr. 

Perfect baffled the Cuban with exception- 
al wrestling. Flair stepped in, only to be 
dazzled by a backdrop, dropkick and 
clothesline. After Savage tagged in and 
suffered a brutal double-teaming, Perfect 
came to the rescue. First Razor absorbed 
a Perfect-plex, then Flair. Referee Earl Hebner iy over to log tl the three-count, 
but Ramon intervened, kicking Perfect. Tired of the antics of Flair and Razor, the 
official disqualified the tandem and awarded the match to Perfect and Savage. 

Still, the inconclusiveness of the finish left the door open to future clashes be- 
tween Mr. Perfect and his Survivor Series rivals. Razor Ramon is fuming at Mr. 
Perfect, whom he sees as an obstacle fa further progress in the World Wrestling 
Federation. He also may be jealous of the blond-haired athlete for his superb 
wrestling style and for his success in the squared circle. It seems that the burly 
Cuban does not like to see other people make good. 

Ramon has pledged life will be tougher for Perfect once they meet one-on- 
one. Heenan threatens that Perfect will regret ditching him when Razor Ramon 
metes out revenge. If Perfect is worried, he doesn’t show it. “Razor is tough and 
dangerous,” he points out. “But only one wrestler is perfect.” We" 
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BY LARRY HUMBER 


j hink you know all 
_ there is to know 
| about Mr. Perfect? 
You can find out by 
taking the Perfect 
Trivia Quiz. 

There are five cat- 
egories of questions, 
followed by a spe- 
cial Tough Stuff sec- 
tion. The first five 
categories are for 
your entertainment 
only. There are five 
questions in each of 
those five categories, for a 
total of 25. 

Award yourself a point 
for every correct answer. 
Mr. Perfect doesn’t expect a 
perfect score, though. Any- 
thing over 20 will impress 
him; over 15, not bad. 

The final category, Tough 
Stuff, will really have you 
scratching your head. That's 
why we're asking readers 
fo send in their answers to 
those five questions. 

The correct answers 
will be published in the 
next issue of Wrestling 
Spotlight, along with the} 
names of the first five| 
readers who come up with | 
all the answers. They'll re-\— 
ceive a free membership to ' 


the 1993 Fan Club. 


A PERFECT BEGINNING 

1 Mr. Perfect hails from the Gopher State. What 
state is that? 

2 During his time away from the ring, he was 
both Ric Flair’s Executive Consultant and co-host 
of what television show? 

3 What does he call his version of the suplex? 

4 Complete Perfect’s pet phrase: “Now, that’s 


5 Asmiling Mr. Perfect appeared on the cover of 
World Wrestling Federation Magazine earlier 
this year. What month was that? 


TITLES WON AND LOST 


6 Mr. Perfect has twice been Intercontinental 
Champion. He got his first title shot after Feder- 
ation President Jack Tunney ruled that the Ulti- 
mate Warrior had to give up the Intercontinen- 
tal Belt. Why was that? 

7 Asingle-elimination tournament was held to de- 

termine the new Intercontinental Champion. 

Whom did Perfect beat in the final match of that 

tournament? 

Perfect lost the belt at SummerSlam ‘90, done in 

by a twisting Tornado punch. Who threw it? 

9 Perfect regained the Intercontinental Title soon 

after, but he needed some help. What well- 

heeled wrestler intervened on his behalf? 

Perfect parted ways with the belt at Summer- 

Slam ‘91, in one of the greatest bouts ever. Who 

took his title that time? 


10 


SIMPLY THE BEST 

11 Mr. Perfect is especially proud of his 21- 

inch what? 

12 He has offen been pictured in this 

magazine dabbling in other sports. 

He was once shown making seven 

straight ringers. What sport was 
he playing? 

| 13> Perfect was also shown taking off 

from a three-meter board. What 
sport was that? 

14 Mr. Perfect has even tried his 
hand at writing, occasionally 
penning what column in our of- 
ficial magazine? 

15 Pertect used to boast that which 
many-time Champion couldn't 
match his feats? 


THE WORLD WAS WATCHING 
16 Perfect has been a fixture at Wrestle- 
Mania since making his debut at 


WrestleMania 
V. Whom did 
he meet up with 
in that one? 

17 At WrestleMa- 
nia VI, Perfect 
met what hair- 
raising wrestler? 

18 At WrestleMa- 
nia VII in Los 
Angeles, Perfect 
was competing 
against what no- 
nonsense indi- 
vidual, with his 
Intercontinental 
Title on the line? 
Perfect retained 
the belt, but he 
needed some 
help from a couple of cohorts who seirnad the 
ring when it seemed all was lost for him. Who 
saved him? 

Perfect wasn’t on the card at WrestleMania VIII, 

but he got in a few licks anyway. Who suffered _ 

at his hands? : 


19 


20 


BACK IN THE HIGH LIFE AGAIN 

21 Perfect returned to the ring at the 1992 Survivor 
Series. With whom was he paired? 

Had Perfect and his partner ever officially been 
opponents before in the ring? 

What were they billed as for their bout at the 
Survivor Series? 

24 With whom did Perfect first tangle in that match? 
25 Who won, and how? 


22 
23 


TOUGH STUFF (Send answers to World Wrestling Fed- 
eration Magazine, Post Office Box 3859, Stamford, CT 
06902; postcards only, please.) 


a) One of Mr. Pertect’s first appearances was at 
the 1988 Survivor Series. He was a member of 
the team captained by Dino Bravo and which 
other wrestler? 

b) Whose belt did Perfect once desecrate on na- 
tional television? 

c) When was Perfect first featured on the cover of 
World Wrestling Federation Magazine? 

d) Perfect recently told World Wrestling Federation 
Magazine that former associate Bobby “The 
Brain” Heenan wouldn't last long in the ring 
with him. How long would he last? 

e) Perfect’s dad was also a wrestler of note. Do 
you know his name? 
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MR. PERFECT HAS PROVED HIS METTLE IN THE 
WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION. SINCE HE 
MADE HIS DEBUT IN THE. SPRING OF 1988, PER- 
FECT HAS LIVED UP TO HIS REPUTATION. A 
WRESTLING VIRTUOSO, HE HAS OUTMANEU- 
VERED MANY PHENOMENAL SUPERSTARS AND 
HAS BEATEN THE BIGGEST NAMES IN WRES- 


TLING, INCLUDING A. COUNT-OUT WIN OVER 


THE IMMORTAL HULK HOGAN IN 1989. PERFECT 
WON THE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
ON TWO SEPARATE OCCASIONS, AN ACCOM- 
PLISHMENT ONLY A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF 
WRESTLERS HAVE REALIZED. 


PERFECT, AS THIS ISSUE OF SPOTLIGHT INDI- 


CATES, IS ALSO AN ACCLAIMED ATHLETE OUT- 
SIDE THE:SQUARED. CIRCLE. HE HAS EARNED HIS 
STRIPES IN EVERY SPORT FROM GOLF TO BAS- 
KETBALL_ AND HAS RECENTLY BEEN SEEN. WITH 
MIKE MODANO OF THE NATIONAL HOCKEY 
_-LEAGUE’S MINNESOTA NORTH. STARS AND 
‘STEVE JORDAN OF THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE’S MINNESOTA VIKINGS. 


SPOTLIGHT MAGAZINE RECORDED THIS EX- 


CLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH THE PERFECT ONE. 


Spotlight: When you 
joined the World Wrestling 
Federation, you immediately 
established yourself as a 
threat to every major 
wrestling superstar. Your 
tenacity in the ring and im- 
pressive winning streak at- 
tracted attention, particularly 
from Bobby Heenan, who 
was a manager at the time. 
What compelled you to 
align yourself with himé 

Perfect: | guess you can 
say it was a perfect mistake. 
After all, Mr. Perfect didn’t 
need Bobby Heenan then, 
and | don’t need him now. 
I'm perfect, for crying out 
loud! At the time, though, | 
thought that Bobby Heenan 
would make the world 
change for Mr. Perfect, and 
for a while he did. He got 


me title shots against Hulk 
Hogan (who was the titleholder 
at the time). Everything was 
champagne and caviar. 
Spotlight: When did you real- 
ize that Bobby Heenan was 
concerned only with himself 
and his own personal gains? 
Perfect: I'll be the first to admit 
that it took Mr. Perfect some 
time before | woke up and 
smelled the coffee. How could | 
complain? | was on a perfect 
winning streak. | was making 
perfect money, and | had the In- 
tercontinental Title. 

Spotlight: But Bobby Heenan 
misjudged the Texas Tornado’s 
talents at SummerSlam ‘90 and 
literally cost you the title. What 
did you think of that blunder? 
Perfect: That was when | start- 
ed to realize that maybe—just 
maybe—Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan wasn’t right for Mr. Per- 
fect. Although | regained my 
belt a short time later, | began 
to see what’kind of man Bobby 
Heenan is. Then when Bret 
Hart got lucky and beat Mr. 
Perfect for the belt at Summer- 
Slam ‘91, | really saw what 
Bobby Heenan was all about. 
For several months Mr. Perfect 
was out of the action. | was at 
home and enjoying myself. | 
was taking easy. Not once did 
Bobby Heenan call, because if 
| wasn’t around to line his pock- 
ets with cash, he didn’t want 
anything to do with Mr. Pertect. 
Spotlight: It all came to a 
head on Primetime Wrestling 
prior to the Survivor Series last 
November, didn’t it? 

Perfect: That's when Mr. Per. 
fect showed the world what 
kind of a sniveling crumb the 
Weasel is. He tried to tell me 
what to do. He tried to keep 
me on the back burner so | 
couldn't threaten the likes of Ra 
zor Ramon and Ric Flair, whorr 
Mr. Perfect eliminated from the 
Federation. Well, | proved the 
Weasel and the Razor wrong. 
showed them that | was pertec 
from the beginning and that |’! 
be perfect to the bitter end 
That was a hard pill for those 
guys to swallow, but hey, I’n 


will they ever be. 

Spotlight: Speaking of Razor 
Ramon, he wants your head on 
a silver platter. Are you pre- 
pared to deal with this ruthless 
Cuban immigrant? 

Perfect: Are you kidding me 
or what? Of course, Mr. Perfect 
is ready for Razor Ramon. You 
know, Razor Ramon has been 


The answers to questions 1-25 are as follows: A PERFECT BEGINNI 

perfect,” 5) February. TITLES WON AND LOST 6) because he also held the C’ 
DiBiase, 10) Bret “Hit Man” Hart. SIMPLY THE BEST 11) neck, 12) horseshoes, 
“The Barber” Beefcake, 18) Big Boss Man, 1 


WATCHING 16) the Blue Blazer, 17) Brutus 
Savage (before they became partners). BACK | 


saying that he oozes machis- 
mo. Well, Razor is oozing 
something all right, and what- 
ever it is stinks! | know | can 
outwrestle Razor, and | know 
that | can pin his big, brawny 
shoulders to the mat. All | have 
to do is put the Perfect-plex on 
Razor Ramon, and the rest is 
history. That’s right—another 
check etched into the winning 


TRIVIA ANSWERS FROM PAGE 14 


column of the perfect record. 
Spotlight: OK. How about 
the Narcissist Lex Luger? He’s 
Bobby Heenan’s latest find, 
and the broadcast journalist 
says that Luger will tear you 
limb from limb when you meet 
him in the ring. 

Perfect: Bobby Heenan un- 
veiled the Narcissist Lex Luger 
at the Royal Rumble. And Mr. 
Perfect has to say that | was a 
little impressed. Just a little. But 
if Luger thinks he’s perfect or, as 
he says, “beyond perfect,” then 
he’s got another think coming. 
Mr. Perfect is the only perfect 
athlete in the World Wrestling 
Federation. I’ve proved that 
time and again. Be it in the 
ring, on the golf course, on the 
ice or on the shooting range, 
I'm perfect through and 
through. Sure, Lex Luger's got a 
great body. He’s got the power 
and strength of 10 men. He's a 
superb wrestler, but he isn’t per- 
fect. | know that’s hard to deal 
with, Lex, but the truth is. always 
hard to deal with. ‘ 
Spotlight: What else do you 
know about the Narcissist? 
Perfect: Well, he is what he 
says he is. He loves himself, He 
loves to look at himself in the 
mirror. He loves his hair. He 
loves himself. He loves to flex 
his muscles. He loves himself. 
He loves his blue eyes. And, 
did | mention that he loves him- 
self Luger, you'd better look in 
that mirror if you know what's 
good for you, pal. Because 
sooner or later you're going to 
see Mr. Perfect’s reflection, and 
| will show you that your looks 
are deceiving. Your wake-up 
call is on its way. 

Spotlight: Thank you for your 
time, Mr. Perfect. WW" 


NG 1) Minnesota, 2) Primetime Wrestling, 3) the Perfectplex, 4) “absolutely 
hampionship Belt, 7) Tito Santana, 8) Texas Tornado, 9) Ted 
13) diving, 14) Brainstorms, 15) Hulk Hogan. THE WORLD WAS 
9) Haku and the Barbarian, 20) Macho Man Randy 
IN THE HIGH LIFE AGAIN 21) Randy Savage, 22) no, 23) the Perfect Team, 24) Razor Ramon, 
25) the Perfect Team, on a disqualification. 


TOUGH STUFF SPOTLIGHT VOLUME 18 answers are: a) 
TOUGH STUFF WINNERS VOLUME 18 Amy Lynch, Council Bluffs, IA; Terry Donnelly, Philadelphia, PA; Raul 


his dad, b) 20, c) panning for gold, d) November both years, e) Volume No. 5 
| Ourique, Montreal, Canada; Ottis Trent, Pine Ridge, KY; Tim Glod, Cumberiand. F 


' n addition to possessing 
boundless wrestling abili- 
ty, Mr. Perfect excels at 
dozens of other sports. 


m=. According to his father, |", 


| Larry “The Ax" Hennig, Mr. 
Perfect has always been an 
outstanding athlete. 

“Ever since my boy was 
| knee high, he was always 
great at sports,” Hennig says 


:'| about his son. “When he was 
4 11, he made the all-star teams 
| in both football and baseball. 
He was also perfect in individu- 
al sports, such as trapshooting 


and archery and, of course, 
amateur wrestling. In trap, he 
often shot 100 out of 100 clay 
pigeons. That was un- 
| heard of at the time! 


_ And to this day those | * 


who can accomplish a 
perfect score in either 


skeet or trap are few | : 


and far between.” 
However, nothing 


has changed. Mr. Per- | 2 


fect continues fo as 
_ found the critics with his 


perf ct athleticism. Recenily, | 


Perfect ran into Wade Boggs 


of the New York Yankees in 


Winter Haven, Florida. Boggs, f 


who is a many-time all-star in 
the American Baseball League, 


was impressed with Perfect’s |-: 


hitting ability. 
With Boggs watching from 


the on-deck circle, Perfect ap- |. 
proached the plate and stared |: 


at the pitcher. Perfect spit on 


his palms and then pointed to [- 


the left field fence to designate 
where the next pitched ball 
would land. Not since the days 
of Babe Ruth has a man in the 
major leagues called where his 
shot would land. 

Mr. Pertect kept his promise. 
The pitcher wound up and 
fired a fast one low and on the 


inside of the plate. Perfect, his | 


eyes intense and face still, 
timed the speeding sphere and 
then blasted it into orbit. The 
ball cleared the fence and the 


al trees in the distance. 
Boggs arched his eyebrows, 
looked atthe former two-time | — 
Intercontinental Champion and | 
_said, “That's perfect.” 
Over the years, the World } 


Wrestling Federation cameras 


have followed 
Mr. Perfect 


| from pool- 


side — 
where 
he exe- 
cuted 
dives 


|which 


would 

make even 

an Olympic div- 

er envious—to the 

golf course and beyond. In 
fact, Perfect says he was once | 
asked to go on tour with the | 
Professional Golf Association 
after an anonymous official of 
the organization watched the 
wrestler sink a hole-in-one on a 
difficult 18-hole professional 
course in Arizona. 

“The PGA wanted perfection 
on tour,” remembers Perfect. 
“An official wanted Mr. Perfect 
to compete against the best 
golfers in the world. And Mr. | 
Perfect is talking about world- 
class golfers such as defending 
Masters Champion Fred Cou- 
ples and Nick Faldo who won | 


| the British Open. But Perfect | 
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SETTLED THEIR DIFFERENCES IN A LAVIS 
COLISEUM IN FRONT OF HORDES © 
OF ENTHUSIASTIC CITIZENS. 


~ TODAY, THEY DO IT AT CAESARS PALACE. 


READ ABOUT IT 


THE WRESTLEMANIA IX PROGRAM 
_ON SALE IN APRIL AT NEWSSTANDS EVERYWHERE 


difficult games to master. 

During a billiards match at a 
major hotel in Las Vegas, peo- 
ple were awestruck when they 
saw Perfect run the table, a 
process in which a player hits 
every ball into the pockets in 
rapid succession. 


Perfect knows a lot about the 


sport. “Nobody can beat Mr. | 
Perfect. Nobody,” he says. | 


“Mr. Perfect loves to play nine 
ball whenever | get a chance. 
And I’m just as guod—no, 


scratch that. I’m absolutely | 


perfect and better than most 
| professionals on the touring 
billiards circuit. Just give Mr. 
Perfect a pool cue, a good 
| table and a rack and the rest is 
perfection in motion.” 

Perfect can hit ringer after 
ringer in the horseshoe pit, a 
feat that would turn a back- 


yard summer barbecue into a | 


washout. Indoors, Perfect has | 


been seen playing darts, a 
sport that has become increas- 


‘Lingly popular as of late. Mr. } 


Perfect can hit repeated bulls- 
eyes with ease. 


Perfect can use his mind just | 
as well as he can use his body. 
Take chess, for example. Per- - 
| fect studies the board, plots his 
| strategies and then makes his 
moves. He says that he is un- | 


beatable in the game, and 
many people would concur. 
We spoke with a friend of 


| Perfect’s who has competed | 
with him in both darts and ee 
chess. He claims that “Perfect’s | 


concentration is incredible. | — 


Once he zeroes in on the tar- 
get, he never waivers. He’s got 


perfect focus, which makes him 


almost impossible to beat.” 


“Do you think it’s easy being | 
perfect?” asks Perfect. “Well, 


for me it is. That’s right. From |_| 


the chessboard to the wrestling 
ring, Mr. Perfect is what | say | 
am: pertect. And Mr. Perfect 
will prove that to anyone who 

says different. I’m talking about | 
guys like Razor Ramon. Big 
man? Yes. Perfect? Not by a } 
long shot. I’m talking about 
guys like Shawn Michaels. In- 
tercontinental Champion? Not 
for long if he meets Mr. Perfect 
in the ring. And I’m talking 
about guys like the Narcissist 
Lex Luger. Great body? Yes. : 
Perfect body? Not! 


“Mr. Perfect can outwrestle | 


all of these guys,” continues | 
Perfect, “and Mr. Perfect can 
outwit them in any other sport. |. 
And, believe you me, that is a 
perfect promise.” Wr 
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Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, as mit 


lions know today, unveiled the Narcis- 
sist Lex Luger at the Royal Rumble. 
Luger posed for himself before a 
three-sided mirror, while Heenan ex- 
tolled his virtues. Then, after the 
wrestler was satisfied with the reflec- 
tion of his shapely physique, he told 
the world about himself. 


ICTS PERFECT 


In essence, Luger said he is the 


most gifted superstar ever fo enter 


the World Wrestling Federation. He 
said that he possesses the greatest 
body and that he has the greatest 
wrestling ability. Luger said he was 

“beyond perfection” before he issued 
a challenge to Mr. Perfect. 

Perfect, who couldn’t stomach 
Luger's antics when he regularly ap- 
peared on BodyStars last year, ac- 
cepted the challenge and will battle 
the Narcissist at WrestleMania IX in 
Las Vegas at Caesars Palace. Perfect 
is ready for Luger and says he will 
teach the conceited superstar a 
wrestling lesson when they meet at 
WrestleMania IX. This match, which 
would be a main event-caliber match 
in any arena in the world, is just one 
of many matches inked for Wrestle- 
Mania. \n addition to the Pertect- 
Luger clash, fans across the globe will 
see World Wrestling Federation 
Champion Bret “Hit Man” Hart put 
his belt on the line against Yokozuna 


OUTCOME 


Then there will be no more flexing. 
Then there will be no preening. Then 
there will be no more bragging. And 
do you know why? It’s simple:There 
will be no more Lex Luger in the 
World Wrestling Federation after he 
gets Perfectplexed by Mr. Perfect at 
WrestleMania IX.” WF 

and the Undertaker collide with the 

mammoth, Giant Gonzales. 

“Who does this Lex Luger guy 

_ think he is?” asks Mr. P. “He’s calling 
himself a Narcissist and says that he’s 
‘beyond pertection.’ Give me a break, 
Luger. You're not even close to being 
perfect, like Mr. Perfect, and there’s 
no way—| mean, no way—that 
you are beyond perfection. 

“I’ve been watching you, Luger,” 
continues Mr. Perfect. “I’ve been 
watching you in the ring, and I’ve 
been watching you strut your stuff 
outside the ring. Frankly, Mr. Perfect 
is disgusted with your conceit and 
with your attitude. Id like fo wipe 
the mat with your stinking face. 

_ “hs a matter of fact,” Perfect 
adds, “that’s exactly what Mr. Perfect 
will do when you and | hook up at 
WrestleMania IX. Mr. Perfect will 
wipe the mat with Lex Luger's face. 


ethic instilled in him atave 
of our fathers were 


“Well, this is a sore neck that doesn’t go away for months. There’s so much speed behind that 
somersault that you feel as if he’s going to pitch your cranium into the next county.” 

If a fellow is unfortunate enough to be flattened on the canvas, Perfect will surprise him. 
with another memorable move focusing on one part of the body. Standing at the wrestlers side, 
Perfect jams a foot into his adversary’s hip, picks up the victim’s leg and falls to the mat. One 
man who endured this procedure insists, “It’s the closest thing to being split in half that I've 
ever experienced—and I’ve been in the ring for 15 years. Not only do you feel this immense 
pain, but you're frustrated about being toyed with so easily.” 

The truly scary aspect of Perfect’s assault is that the above-mentioned moves are delivered 
while he’s just warming up. “My father taught me something a long time ago,” Perfect points 
out. “A wrestling match is a gamble—no one knows who's going to get his hand raised and 
who’s going to leave on a stretcher. When you sit down at the poker table, you don't show your 
hand. That means you don’t deliver your finisher until your opponent’s ready to go bye-bye. If 
you try a fancy move too early and your opponent survives it, there's nothing left in your pot. ~ 
Then you're playing on credit and getting deeper in debt every second. ” 

When Perfect himself appears mired in a deficit, he usually manages a meteoric recovery. 
“I honestly believe that if your heart is truly in a match and you have the skill, nothing can de- 
feat you,” he says. “There’ve been times when I’ve looked up at the arena lights and the refer- 
ee’s hand is about to hit the mat a third time, and something just happened. | found a way to 
bounce hack just wouldn't accept a loss.” : 

Longtime Perfect watchers have seen him avoid a backdrop or clothesline by grabbing the 
top rope after being Irish-whipped and simply sliding out of the ring to take a breather. At one 

point during his storied SummerSlam “91 contest with Hart, Perfect stunned the crowd 
by breaking up his adversary’s crucifix attempt via falling backward on top of his rival. 

“ If necessary, Perfect is not beyond using his fists and feet to rally from behind, daz- 
zling his foe with a hard right to the jaw followed by a crunching body blow and a kick 
to the ribs. “When you join the World Wrestling Federation, you might as well sign up 
with the French Foreign Legion and ask them to put you in the middle of a desert bat- 
tle,” Perfect states. “This is war out there, and in war you do what it takes to win.” 

That might mean whipping your opponent into the ropes, then flying at him, twist- 
ing your arms around his head and going behind him to clamp on an airtight sleeper. 
“A Jot of the guys | wrestle don’t associate me with the sleeperhold,” Perfect says. 
“That’s fine with me. It’s a move | understand and a move | apply perfectly. But too 
many of my opponents don’t take it into consideration when they're training to wrestle 
me. | guess they're all waiting for the Perfect-plex.” 
Their logic makes sense. The Perfect-plex is Perfect’s most dreaded moye—and the 
one fans will remember long after he’s retired. It takes strength, coordination and quite 
a bit of flash when Perfect smashes a man backward onto the canvas with a suplex, then 
exhibits a flawless neck bridge. With his body locked in Perfect’s iron grasp, the victim 
is powerless to do little more than listen to the referee's three-count. 
The subject of the Perfect-plex brings Perfect back to the topic of living up to your J 
boasts. “There’ve been times during my career when | thought a scheming manager like 
Bobby Heenan was the ticket to getting everything | wanted in wrestling,” he recalls. 
“Then | decided to look at myself—the things that | could accomplish without anybody's help. 
| watched a tape of myself in action, talked to Randy Savage, and something changed. For years 
Pd been saying | was perfect. The difference was that now | knew it was true.” W 
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| Entertainment Event of the Year 
from the Entertainment Capital of the World! © 


LIVE on PAY-PER-VIEW! SUNDAY, APRIL 4 


_ CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE COMPANY TO ORDER! REPLAY 10 PM EST, 7PM 
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